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surveillance, had greatly excited the Northern people. General Hancock's predecessor had not hesitated to make the military arm felt superior to the civil law, and to construe the power given him by the Act of Reconstruction as absolute and irresponsible. . It is safe to say that almost any civil governor, not to say military man, finding himself clothed with such authority and backed up with ample forces, would have treated the unreconstructed and unrepentant rebels with the rigor which was expected of him by the party majority in Congress.
That such was not the course of General Hancock is the crowning credit of his life. It is no secret that he did not relish, much less covet, this command. His reputation as a soldier and a patriot was unsurpassed. He had the gratitude of all classes of Union men for his great services in the field, and it was believed that the Southern people would respect and obey his orders as they would those given by few others of tho men who had subdued them. At the sanio time it was expected that so stern and unyielding a disciplinarian as Hancock, who always saw his orders carried out at the greatest personal exposure of himself, would brook no disorder, but would rule Louisiana and Texas with a stern and steady hand.
General Hancock obeyed his orders, and assumed command of the Fifth Military District. His .first official act was to inform the people of Louisiana and Texas that he had come to be their Governor under the Eeconstruction Act, and to let them know how he proposed to rule over them. He issued his celebratedurbances, caused by the natural opposition to the violent military rule of General Sheridan; and these, highly exaggerated in the reports of the partisan press, which was even then under a sort ofople," he  said,   "throughout    the
